EAL (English as an Additional Language) Policy
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Introduction

Reddam House (Berkshire) Ltd, (the “School”), trading as part of the company Inspired Education
Holdings Ltd with address Sixth Floor, 3 Burlington Gardens, London, United Kingdon, W1S 3EP
and company registration number (09093739) is a member of the Inspired Education Group (the
“Group”).

Our Commitment

Our school is proud to welcome students from many linguistic and cultural backgrounds. We
recognise the enormous benefits of multilingualism and the richness it brings to our school
community.

The aim of our EAL (English as an Additional Language) programme is to ensure that students
who are developing their English can fully access the curriculum, make strong academic
progress, and participate confidently in school life. Our specialist teachers provide targeted
support to help each student grow as a learner and as a communicator.

Admissions and Initial Assessment

To ensure that every student receives the right level of support, we carry out a language
assessment as part of the admissions process for applicants whose first language is not English.
International applicants for whom English is not a first language are tested by the Admissions
Department via video call. They complete an age-appropriate reading test which gives an
indication of their English level. Students applying for Middle and Senior school also complete a
short writing task. If language and entry requirements are met, students are also invited for an
interview to get an idea of whether their listening and speaking skills are at a level where they
would be able to access the school curriculum. It is expected that applicants to the Middle and
Senior school should be at level B1 or above. Please note that younger children may be assessed
through informal activities or teacher observation.

If it is deemed (by the results of the test and the interview) that a successful applicant needs EAL
support, they will be given a conditional offer, which means that EAL will be compulsory for
them when they join the school. EAL will continue to be compulsory for them during their time
in the school (not only during the first year) until the school is satisfied that they have reached
the level where they no longer require language support (see section below on “Discontinuing
EAL Support”).

Students with a high level of proficiency in English may be given an “optional EAL” offer. In this
case, EAL lessons may be given according to the wishes of the family and depending on
availability.
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How EAL Support Is Organised

EAL lessons take place in very small groups, usually with no more than five students in a group.
The lessons target skill-development across the key areas of reading, writing, listening and
speaking. Development of vocabulary is also an area of focus. The lesson content is tailored to
the needs, level and interests of students.

EAL lessons take place during the school day, but we avoid taking students out of core
curriculum subjects such as Maths, English and Science. Unfortunately, due to timetable
constraints, parents are not able to choose when their child’s EAL lesson will take place.

Monitoring Progress

EAL students are monitored to ensure they are making progress. Each student has an EAL
“Learning Passport” which details what they are learning in their lessons, their personal targets
for each term, and termly feedback on each of the targets.

Discontinuing EAL Support

The school will advise a student’s family when the student is ready to discontinue their EAL
lessons. (However, if the family wishes the student to continue their EAL lessons, this can be
arranged providing there is enough teaching capacity). A student is considered to be eligible to
stop EAL when they reach a strong B2 level and are meeting target grades, or are within one
grade of targets in English, History, or Geography. Middle School students may stop their lessons
at a strong B1 level if they are consistently meeting targets and their teachers agree that their
English level is not holding them back academically. Decisions about Junior children are made
collaboratively with the Head of Juniors and English teacher, after reviewing their progress and
grades.

Additional Support

Depending on student needs and staffing availability, the school may offer additional support
such as.

e EAL clubs or exam preparation clubs (for example for GCSE and IELTS
e Subject-specific vocabulary support
e Boarding students may receive homework support from designated EAL staff.
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e Some students may be eligible to use a bilingual dictionary during exams and cycle tests.

GCSE options

Reddam House offers the Cambridge iGCSE in English as a Second Language. This is an
alternative qualification to the one taken by native speakers (it counts as a full GCSE). The
English as a Second Language GCSE is specially designed for students whose home language is
not English. It builds a range a language skills including writing in different styles and for
different purposes. It has four assessed components: reading, writing, speaking and listening.
This GCSE course helps students to build skills which will be useful to them in their lives and in
their studies.

The English as a Second Language GCSE is the default option for our EAL students. However, if a
current Reddam student is consistently scoring grade 6 or above in their English cycle tests and
scores a minimum of a 6 in the end of year exam in Year 9, it may be possible for them to have a
trial in the English Language (First Language) class. Similarly, for new EAL students entering the
school at the start of Year 10, those with very high Admissions test scores may be able to have a
trial to see if English Language is suitable for them.

EAL in the sixth form

EAL students in Year 12 and 13 follow an IELTS preparation course. IELTS is the International
English Language Testing System. This test is used for university admission (as well as for
employment and visa purposes). Students who have not done English Language GCSE and who
wish to go to university in an English-speaking country normally need to take the IELTS exam.

However, students who are doing the pre-A level year will normally use their EAL lessons to
focus on building general and academic English skills. The purpose of the pre-A year is to focus
on English language acquisition and to help the student to adjust socially and academically to
the English-speaking environment.



